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The Correct Nameof the Mountain Fern

Hans Peter Fuchs

For the last fifty years, the specific epithet oreopteris

has been generally accepted for the mountain fern, us-

ually known as Dryopteris oreopteris (Ehrh.) Maxon or

Thelypteris oreopteris (Ehrh.) Slosson in Rydb, although

the formerly accepted epithet montana has still been used

occasionally. 1 Without any doubt, the oldest name is

Polypodium montanum Vogler (1781 : 4), which is, how-
ever, not available, as it is a later homonym of Poly-

podium montanum Lam. (Ft Franc. 1:23. 1778). 2 How-

vestigated seriously, namely Poly podium limbospermum
Allioni (1789: 40). which was validly published in the

same year (1789) an Polypodium oreopteris Ehrh.

The identity of Polypodium oreopteris lias always

Ehrhart in 1785
; sheet 22 in " "Deltas II" of his '• plant m

cryptogamae Linniii" [sic] bears the name Polypodium

Oreopteris Ehrhart (as a nomen nudum >. Through the


